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INTRODUCTION
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The dawn of the 20th Century brought with it a series of events and 
changes that still condition us today; indeed, the Industrial Revolu-
tion—and the cultural revolution underpinning it—created the pre-
mises for a decidedly different world and countless new opportuni-
ties.

However, it is undoubtedly the theme of “style” that establishes 
the “new role” assumed by automobile bodies, viewed no longer 
merely as particularly functional objects, but elevated to something 
that effectively completes our daily way of conceiving life and inte-
racting with others.

Over time, technological development presented itself in a new 
guise through a vast offering of car bodies created in multiple sha-
pes, with ever-changing chassis, body structures, and stamped sheet 
metal.

Therefore: design and style understood as symbolism, as a valid 
purchasing driver, as an expression of quality, and as an enhance-
ment of brand identity.

In this context, innovative solutions are explored: not only are me-
chanisms proposed, but the very functionality and flexibility of the 
automobile product are totally innovated. Through an analysis of the 
evolution of car body styling, one can indeed grasp the morphologi-
cal elements that intervene in defining the shape of a car, by means 
of a whole series of semiotic factors. 

In this context, the following pages aim to investigate how the 
automobile can be looked at not only—as is usually done—from a 
historical-technological perspective, but also in a decidedly different 
manner: emphasizing the aesthetic-symbolic character inherent to 
this industrial product.

Indeed, this volume traces a guided journey of cars and stylistic 
trends that have contributed to building that “car culture” which, in 
some way, belongs to us.

The body of the book has been supplemented by a sample of 
cars, whose technical-aesthetic characteristics have made them 
exceptional milestones in the history of automotive style.
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THE COLLECTION

1920

1900

1927

1919

1921

1901

1927

1922

1907

1930

1934

1922

1908

1931

1934

1924

1912

1931

1934

1926

1913

1932

1934

Isotta Fraschini Tipo 8

Mercedes 35 HP

Mercedes-Benz SS

Hispano-Suiza H6 B

Rumpler Trophen-Auto

Oldsmobile Curved Dash

Claveau 4 CV

Austin Seven

Rolls-Royce 40/50 CV “Silver Ghost”

Burney Streamline

Chrysler Airflow

Lancia Lambda

Ford T

Alfa Romeo 6C 1750 GS “Flying Star”

Tatra 77

Bugatti Type 35

Fiat Zero 12-15 HP

Adler Standard 8

Bugatti Atlantic Type 57 SC

Hanomag 2/10 CV

Alfa Romeo Aerodinamica 40/60 HP

Fiat 508 Balilla

Dymaxion Car
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1936

1935

1934

1947

1936

1937

1935

1935

1947

1938

1935

1948

1948

1941

1935

1948

1949

1941

1935

1948

1949

1946

1936

1948

1949

Fiat 500 Topolino

Volvo Carioca PV 36

Citroën Traction Avant 7 CV

Cisitalia 202

BMW 328

Lancia Aprilia 238

Peugeot 402

Fiat 1500 6C

Studebaker Champion

Lincoln Zephyr 

Stout Scarab

Jaguar XK 120

Cadillac 62 Coupé

Chrysler Town & Country

Cord 812 Beverly Sedan

Land Rover Defender

Saab 92

Jeep Willys-Overland

Maybach SW 35 Jaray

Porsche 356 A

Alfa Romeo 2500 SS “Villa d’Este”

Volkswagen beetle

Panhard Dynamic

Tucker ’48

Citroën 2 CV
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1955

1952

1950

1957

1955

1955

1953

1951

1958

1956

1953

1959

1961

1957

1954

1959

1962

1957

1954

1960

1962

1957

1954

1960

1962

Citroën DS 19

Bentley Continental 

Alfa Romeo 1900

Cadillac Eldorado Brougham 

BMW 507

Lancia Aurelia B 24 “America”

Ford Thunderbird

Nash-Healy

Aston Martin DB 4

Fiat 600 Multipla

Iso Isetta 200

Ferrari 250 GT SWB

Jaguar E-Type

Fiat Nuova 500

Alfa Romeo Sprint Coupé

Morris Mini Minor

Studebaker Avanti

Lancia Flaminia

Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Coupé

Fiat Abarth 1000

Ferrari 250 GTO

Ford Fairlane 500 Skyliner

Panhard Dyna

Chevrolet Corvair

Triumph Spitfire 4
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1967

1963

1962

1970

1967

1968

1964

1963

1970

1968

1964

1971

1972

1969

1964

1971

1973

1969

1966

1971

1974

1970

1966

1972

1975

Alfa Romeo 33 Stradale

Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray

Alpine-Renault A 110

Range Rover

NSU RO 80

Volvo P 1800

Ford GT40 Mk1

Porsche 911

Citroën SM

Ferrari 365 GTB/4 “Daytona”

Lamborghini 350 GT

Lamborghini Countach

Fiat X1/9

Ferrari Dino 246 GT 

Ford Mustang

Fiat 127

Lancia Stratos

Porsche 917 K

Lamborghini Miura P 400

Alfa Romeo Alfasud

Volkswagen Golf

Citroën Mehari

Alfa Romeo 1300 Junior “Duetto”

Renault R5

AMC Pacer
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1987

1980

1978

1997

1984

1988

1981

1980

1998

1989

1982

2001

2007

1992

1982

2002

2007

1992

1982

2003

2007

1993

1984

2003

2007

Ferrari F 40

Fiat Panda

BMW M 1

Mercedes-Benz Classe A

Renault Espace

Lancia Delta HF Integrale

De Lorean DMC-12

Audi Quattro

Volkswagen New BeEtle

BMW Z1 Roadster 

Fiat Uno

Mini

Lamborghini Reventon

Nissan Micra

Audi 100

BMW Z4

Alfa Romeo 8C Competizione

Renault Twingo

Mercedes-Benz 190

Rolls-Royce Phantom

Fiat 500

McLaren F1

Ferrari Testarossa

Bentley Continental GT

Audi A5 Coupé
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2015

2011

2019

2012

2019

2022

BMW I8

Renault Twizy

Porsche Taycan

Tesla Model S

Land Rover Defender

Ferrari Purosangue




