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Introduction

What could be more solid, still, and solitary than a lighthouse? And yet, what
could be more symbolic, poetic, and evocative?

A lighthouse is stone and light. Architecture and function. But also story,
metaphor, hope. It’s a technical object charged with emotion—a tool designed
for navigation that has, for centuries, also guided the imagination. Whether
it’s the Lantern of Genoa or the Lighthouse of Alexandria, the beam that cuts
across the Atlantic at Fastnet or the sunken ruins at Leptis Magna, every
lighthouse is a vertical story that starts on land and reaches toward the sea.

Lighthouses are built to be seen. Not to be inhabited, or visited, or
venerated: they are meant to be spotted from afar, to send out a signal that
pierces through darkness and fog, to point the way.

That’s why, over time, lighthouses have become immensely powerful
symbols—in literature, in painting, in photography, and of course in cinema.
Think of Proust, Virginia Woolf, Borges, or Prévert, and it becomes clear how
the lighthouse has entered Western cultural memory as an icon of solitude and
hope, of endurance and doubt. It is a symbol of the one who watches, and also
of the one being watched. A sentinel, and at the same time, a boundary.

In both religious and philosophical symbolism, the lighthouse represents
guidance, protection, and the watchful gaze of a higher presence that
illuminates the path. Its intermittent beam is often used allegorically to
represent the fragility of our choices—or the sudden illumination that rescues
us from shipwreck. Its architecture is typically simple, vertical, essential. And
yet each lighthouse is different: in location, in materials, in era, in fate. Some
still stand firm against time and tide; others have succumbed, swallowed by the
sea or replaced by technology. But even those—forgotten, dismantled,
vanished—deserve remembrance. Because every lighthouse is also a vessel of
history.

This book gathers fifty lighthouses, selected with care and passion. It is not
a census, nor an atlas—it is a visual and narrative journey, like all volumes in
the Visio Series by Edizioni Intra. A journey through images, words, and QR
codes that let you see, listen, and explore. The experience is immersive, the
geographic leap constant: from Egypt to the United States, from Scandinavia
to Italy, from the cliffs of Wales to the Mediterranean.
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We admit, the selection wasn’t easy. We included famous lighthouses and
lesser-known ones, working lights and vanished ones, Eastern and Western,
continental and island-based. Some are now tourist destinations, others remain
remote and unreachable. But all of them, without exception, possess a narrative
power of their own—whether because of their shape, their location, the history
they bear, or the photographs that made them iconic.

We deliberately chose not to divide the book into “past” and “present”
lighthouses. Alphabetical order—and the uniqueness of each architectural
gesture—seemed more honest, more true to our purpose. Which is not to
classify, but to tell stories.

This is not an exhaustive volume—no book of this kind ever could be. But
every lighthouse included here speaks of something far greater than itself: it
tells the story of a world. Or at least, it lights one up.

Enjoy the read—and safe travels among the lights of the world.



READING NOTES

To enhance the reading experience and make it more immersive, this book includes
QR codes that provide instant access to external digital content. A QR code is a two-
dimensional barcode that, when scanned using the camera on a smartphone, tablet, or
computer, automatically opens a link.

For each lighthouse entry, you’'ll find several main QR codes:

' Google Maps: to explore the exact geographic location of the
structure, view it from above, and, when available, activate Street
View for a virtual outdoor tour.

(9 Google Earth: to observe the structure in three dimensions,
contextualize it within its urban or natural environment, and
appreciate its visual and architectural impact from a global,
immersive perspective.

u YouTube: to watch videos and documentaries providing further
insight into the site.

Below each QR code is only the logo of the platform it links to, ensuring a clean, fast,
and visually streamlined experience.

To use this feature properly:

1. Open your device’s camera and point it at the QR code.

2. If your device supports automatic QR code reading, a clickable link will appear.

3. Alternatively, you can use a free QR code reader app, easily available in all major
app stores.
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